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of some half a dozen scholars, of which the first volume
Different    es    was ^^graphed at Tihrin in 1296/1879 and

the second in 13 12/1904-5 \ More often such
works treat of the biographies of some particular
class of men, such as Ministers, Physicians, Poets or Theo-
logians; or they follow a geographical or a chronological
arrangement, merging on the one hand into geography and
on the other into history. Khwdndami'r's Dast&nfl- Wtizard
(" Models for Ministers")3, composed, according to the
chronogram implicit in the title, in 915/1509-10, affords us
a Persian example of the first type falling at the beginning
of the period reviewed in this volume. For the Physicians
and Philosophers no Persian work approaches the level
of al-Qiftfs Tdrtkhu'l-Hukamd* and Ibn Abf Usaybi'a's
*Uydnu*l-Anbd fi Tabaqdtfl-Atibbd^, both composed in the
thirteenth century of our era, a period so rich in Arabic
biographical works. Biographies of poets, on the other
hand, abound in Persian, especially in the later period, since
Shall Isma'fl's son Sim Mirzd set the fashion with his
Tuhfa-i-Sdmi (a continuation of Dawlatshdh's " Memoirs of
the Poets") compiled in 957/1550. Eminent representatives
of the Shf'a sect, both Arabs and Persians of every category
from kings to poets, form the subject-matter of the very
useful Mqjdlisu'l-Mti'minin ("Assemblies of Believers"),
the author of which, Sayyid Nuru'lldh of Shushtar, was
flogged to death in 1019/1610-11 by order of JahAngfr at
the instigation of the Sunnis, and who is therefore called by
his fellow-believers the "Third Martyr*' (Skaktd-i-ThdlitKf*

1  See my Press and Poetry in Modern Persia^ pp. 165-6.

2  Compare Rieu (B.M.P.C.), p. 335.   I have a good modern MS.
professedly collated with the original in 1268/1851-2, now marked

j. ii.

3  Edited by Professor Julius Lippert (Leipzig, 1903).

4  Printed in Cairo in two volumes in 1299/1882.
6 See Rieu (B.M.P.C.), pp. 337-8.